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SUBJECT: BIOGRAPHIC REPORT: PIERRE SAINT-COME, HAITI'S NEW MINISTER 
OF PUBLIC WORKS, TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS 

1 . SAINT-COME'S APPOINTMENT WAS THE BIGGEST SURPRISE AMONG THE 
CABINET CHANGES ANNOUNCED BY PRESIDENT JEAN-CLAUDE DUVALIER ON 
MAY 28, 1977. HE IS WELL-KNOWN AND HIGHLY RESPECTED IN THE 
ENGINEERING AND ARCHITECTURAL PROFESSIONS BUT HE HAS HITHERTO 
STAYED OUT OF PUBLIC SPOTLIGHT, ALTHOUGH HIS FATHER WAS A 
POLITICAL ACTIVIST IN THE ARCAHAIE REGION FOR FRANCOIS DUVALIER. 

2. IN A MEETING WITH THE AMBASSADOR ON JUNE 2. SAINT-COME 
SAID THAT HE IS TRYING TO ORGANIZE THE MINISTRY SO IT CAN 
BECOME USEFUL, CONCENTRATING ON "STUDIES" AND "CONTROL". HE 
PLANS TO USE OUTSIDE CONTRACTORS - THROUGH BIDDING - AS MUCH 
AS POSSIBLE FOR MAJOR PROJECTS. HE WANTS TO FIND A WAY OF 
ENCOURAGING THE LESSER MEMBERS OF THE MINISTRY TO PARTICIPATE, 
FEELING THAT THEY HAVE BEEN CRUSHED BY THE "BARONS" OF HIGHER 
OFFICIALDOM. HE INTENDS TO BE FRANK AND OBJECTIVE; HE WILL 

NOT TOLERATE IMPROPRIETIES; HE WILL ENCOURAGE HIS MEN TO 
FOCUS ON THE REALITIES AND AVOID SHOW; HE WANTS TO KEEP THE 
DOOR OPEN FOR DISCUSSION OF PROBLEMS. CHANGES CANNOT BE 
ACCOMPLISHED OVERNIGHT IN THE MINISTRY SINCE IT IS A QUESTION 
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OF CHANGING MEN. HE EXPECTS HE WILL "LOSE A FEW FEATHERS" IN 
THE COURSE OF HIS MINISTRY BECAUSE OF HIS HABIT OF PLAIN 
SPEAKING, BUT THE PROSPECT DOES NOT WORRY HIM. 

3. IN INTERESTING COUNTERPOINT TO SAINT-COME'S OBSERVATIONS, 
PRESIDENT DUVALIER MADE A PERSONAL INSPECTION OF THE MINISTRY AT 
9:00 A.M. ON MAY 31. DURING HIS VISIT HE PRODUCED A LIST OF 
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12 TO 14 NAMES OF SENIOR EMPLOYEES OF THE MINISTRY AND ANNOUNCED 
THAT THEY WERE ALL FIRED FOR IMPROPERLY PROFITING FROM PUBLIC 
WORKS PROJECTS. WE WILL BE REPORTING FURTHER ON SEVERAL RECENT 
MANIFESTATIONS OF THE PRESIDENT'S EFFORTS TO PUT HIS PERSONAL 
STAMP ON GOVERNMENT ADMINISTRATION. 

4. SAINT-COME IS NEARLY 60 YEARS OLD. HE HAS A BACHELOR OF 
SCIENCE DEGREE FROM THE FACULTY OF SCIENCE OF THE UNIVERSITY 
OF HAITI AND A MASTER S DEGREE IN SCIENCE FROM COLUMBIA 
UNIVERSITY. WE KNOW LITTLE ABOUT HIS EARLY CAREER BUT HE WAS 
THE PRINCIPAL CONTRACTING ENGINEER FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE 
FRANCOIS DT IV ALTER INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT DURING THE 1960S, A 
PROJECT BUILT ALMOST ENTIRELY WITHOUT FOREIGN ASSISSTANCE. HE 
ALSO HAD A MAJOR ROLE IN THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE PELIGRE DAM 
AND HYDROELECTRIC PROJECT. AS AN ARCHITECT HE HAS DESIGNED THE 
RURAL CHURCH AT SAUT D'EAU AND BUILDINGS FOR THE NURSES TRAINING 
SCHOOL, THE COLLEGE ST. PIERRE AND THE HOLY TRINITY SCHOOL IN 
PORT AU PRINCE. HE HAS BEEN ASSOCIATED WITH THE MINISTRY 

OF PUBLIC WORKS FOR YEARS, BUT PRINCIPALLY AS A CONSULTANT 
AND HAS NEVER HELD A KEY POSITION IN THE MINISTRY. 

5. AT THE TIME OF HIS APPOINTMENT, SAINT-COME WAS A 
PROFESSOR AT THE FACULTY OF SCIENCE OF THE UNIVERSITY OF 
PORT AU PRINCE TEACHING A COURSE ON PERSPECTIVE AND DESIGN. 

HE IS A MEMBER OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL FOR THE MINISTRY 
OF PUBLIC WORKS AND ALSO THE ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL FOR 
THE ROAD MAINTENANCE SERVICE (SEPRRN). HE IS ALSO A GRAND 
MASTER IN THE ORDER OF THE MASONS. 
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6. SAINT-COME IS A SERIOUS MAN, FRANK AND STRAIGHT IN HIS 
BUSINESS DEALINGS. ACCORDING TO BUILDING MATERIALS SUPPLIERS, 

HE NEVER ACCEPTED ANY "USUAN" OR "CUSTOMARY" KICKBACKS (WHICH 
RUN AT 10-15 PERCENT ON MOST CONTRACTS). 

7. ABOUT SIX FEET TALL, SAINT-COME HAS HANDSOME, 

MOBILE FEATURES AND WEARS A GREYING MUSTACHE. HE DRESSES 
IMMACULATELY AND IS ARTICULATE AND POISED. SAINT-COME IS 
MARRIED AND HAS OLDER CHILDREN. HE SPEAKS CREOLE, FRENCH, 

ENGLISH AND SPANISH. 

ISHAM 
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